
GRADUATION 

Graduation will be at 7:00 PM. on Tuesday, June 18, 
at the Saint Martin’s Marcus Pavilion.  Doors will 
open at 6:00 PM.  We treat graduation as a very 
special event that is celebrated by seniors who have 
met the Tumwater School District criteria for a 
diploma and we want all our seniors to feel honored 
and a part of this Black Hills High School activity.  
Handicapped seating and parking are available.  
Please have your student contact Mrs. Johnson at 
360-709-7809, if you will need handicapped seating 
reservations. 
While the site for Graduation is a gymnasium/
pavilion, we expect graduation to be a dignified 
ceremony.  Coolers, noise-making devices or 
distracting toys such as beach balls, balloons, and 
silly string may NOT be taken into the Saint Martin’s 
Marcus Pavilion. If these items appear, it will be 
necessary for us to confiscate them or escort the 
offender out of the pavilion. 

Congratulations!  You are about to graduate a student from A.G. West Black Hills High School!  This is a busy and 
exciting time of year for everyone. This newsletter has been created to help ease the stress or at least answer some 
of your questions regarding senior class activities and events.  If you have questions not addressed in this 
newsletter, check the contact listing on the last page for additional information.   

GRADUATION ATTIRE 

Seniors are required to wear caps and gowns in order to participate in the Graduation ceremony.  Pre-paid 
cap and gowns were distributed during both lunches on March 19 in the Copy Center.   

 
To ensure all seniors are honored and respected at the Graduation ceremony, students are expected to 
follow some basic rules: 

1. Graduates are expected to dress properly for the Graduation ceremony.  We encourage everyone to 
dress professionally. Men are expected to wear shirts with collars, long pants and dress shoes. Skirts/
dress slacks and dress shoes are appropriate for women. 

2. Iron or steam your robes. 

3. Students may decorate their caps this year, but must follow the requirements. 
Students and parents must fill out the Graduation Cap Decoration 
Requirements Form found on the last page of this newsletter. No sunglasses 
or facial decorations such as face painting may be worn.       

4. Noisemakers, toys and other distractions are not permitted. 

5. Graduation is a wonderful celebration and we welcome parents and family 
members to present students with flowers, leis or gifts immediately following 
the ceremony. 

 
Some students may find these rules restrictive; however our goal is to have a 
Graduation celebration where everyone feels respected.  Those students who do not comply with these 
requests may be escorted from the pavilion. 

GRADUATION REHEARSALS 

Graduation rehearsals are mandatory for all seniors who 
plan to participate in the Graduation ceremony. The first  
graduation practice will be held at the conclusion of the 
Senior Honors Assembly in the BHHS Gymnasium on 
Monday, June 17.  A second  practice is scheduled for 
11:00 am on Tuesday, June 18, at Saint Martin’s Marcus 
Pavilion.   

 
All graduating seniors are required to attend 
these MANDATORY practices  if they plan to 
participate in the commencement exercises. 



May 17 
Transcripts from  
correspondence courses are 
due to Counselors 
 
May 22 
All Scholarship Information 
is due to Mrs. Jones 
 
May 30 
All APEX courses must be 
completed 
Full time Running Start  
Seniors may pick up their 
senior checklists 
 
June 6 
Evening of Excellence—6:30 
in PAC 

June 13 & 14 
Finals 
 
June 14 & 17 
Tickets Handed Out 
 
June 17 
Honors Assembly 
8:45 
 
June 17 
Mandatory Graduation Practice 
10—12 at BHHS 
 
June 17 
Graduation Checklist Due 
 
 
 

Important Senior Dates 

June 18 
Mandatory Graduation  
Practice 
10:45 at St. Martins 
 
June 18 
Graduation  
7:00 at St. Martins 
 
 

Black Hills High School 
Class of 2019 Evening of Excellence 

June 6, 6:30 pm in the PAC 
 

Join as we celebrate academic achievements,  
scholarships and awards with members of the senior 

class. 



GRADUATION 
“TO DO LIST”  

 
All students must meet Tumwater School District graduation requirements in order to participate in the graduation 
ceremony and receive a diploma. 
 
1. Graduation information was distributed on May 7 at the senior class meeting. 
2. All seniors eligible to graduate must submit, NO LATER THAN JUNE 17 a Graduation Check List verifying 

eligibility. Graduation Check Lists may be submitted to the ASB Office starting June 14 during Senior check out 
time. 

3. Seniors must have earned a satisfactory score on the Senior Exit Interviews by March 28. (See Mrs. Jones for 
final verification). 

4. Seniors must be passing all classes needed for Graduation. A Deficiency Report is an indication that a student is 
in danger of failing a course and may be ineligible to participate in the graduation ceremony or receive a diploma.  
If you are uneasy about your son or daughter’s status, please contact the appropriate teacher to monitor 
academic status. 

5. All discipline, fees, and fines must be cleared. Mr. Gonzales will verify the completion of discipline and Ms. Center 
must clear fees and fines in the ASB office. 

6. If your son/daughter is currently taking an Internet Correspondence course required for eligibility for the 
graduation ceremony or diploma, verification from the institution must be received by the Counseling Office no 
later than May 17. 

7. If your son/daughter is currently taking an APEX course required for eligibility for the graduation ceremony or 
diploma, the class must be completed no later than May 30. 

8. If your son/daughter is enrolled in Running Start or New Market Skills Center he/she will be required to complete 
the Graduation Check List form. Each graduate must complete a “Graduate Exit Information” form.  The law 
requires that every student leaving our school complete an exit form. Completion of this form is one of the steps 
required on the graduation check list. 

10. Tickets are required for admission to Graduation and will be distributed to seniors once a complete Graduation 
Check List is submitted to the ASB Office verifying eligibility. Each graduate will receive 15 tickets. Students may 
request additional tickets at the ASB Office once a completed Graduation Check List is submitted. Additional 
tickets will be available on June 18. 

FINAL EXAMS 

The last day of classes for seniors will be Friday, June 
14. Senior finals will be held during our regular school 
days June 13 & 14.  Students will attend ALL classes on 
Thursday, June 13, and will take finals in Periods 1, 3 
and 5.  Students will attend ALL classes on Friday,  June 
14, and will take finals in Periods 2, 4 and 6. Seniors will 
do their checkout on June 14 & 17 and receive their 
graduation tickets when it is completed. 
 

THE LAST DAY 
Parents and guardians are highly encouraged to come to 
the school and greet their children as they complete 
breakfast on Monday morning, June 17.  Much like the 
first time you dropped your child off for school twelve or 
thirteen years ago, we invite you to bring flowers, teddy 
bears or other keepsakes to them as they now exit 
school for the last time.  
 
 

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION 

The Evening of Excellence ceremony will be 
held on Thursday, June 6. This ceremony 
recognizes scholarships and special academic 
achievements for the Class of 2019.  

Please notify Mrs. Jones in the Career Center 
by May 22 of any scholarships or awards your 
senior has received during his/her senior year 
so that recognition may be made that evening.   

Please support your graduate’s achievements 
with your presence this special evening and 
encourage your student to dress appropriately 
in dressy clothes.  The program will begin at 
6:30 PM in the BHHS Performing Arts Center. 

GRADUATION HONOR CORDS 

A traditional way to acknowledge the academic 
achievement of seniors is the honor cord. Most 
honor cords will be presented at the Senior 
Honors Assembly. Traditionally, those students 
with an accumulative GPA of 3.75 – 4.00 have 
the honor and distinction of wearing a red cord 
over their robes at graduation.  Those students 
with a GPA of 3.50 – 3.749 GPA are similarly 
honored by having the opportunity to wear a 
silver cord and students with a GPA of 3.00 - 
3.499 will wear a blue honor cord.  The grade 
reports from first semester serve as the cutoff 
for determining honor cord recipients.   



DETENTION, FEES & FINES 

Students must pay all outstanding fines before they may receive their graduation tickets. This includes fees 
for parking tickets, team uniforms, books or class fees. Seniors are encouraged to pay all fines as soon as 
possible to Ms. Center in the ASB Office, but no later than June 7 . No final transcripts will be sent if fines are 
not cleared. 
 
Any student with outstanding disciplinary actions such as lunch detention or Friday School will not receive his 
or her graduation tickets, diploma or transcripts. If you receive notification regarding a detention after 
graduation tickets have been released, your transcripts and diploma will be held. The In School Supervisor, 
will verify the completion of detention. 

GRADUATION CHECKLISTS 
HANDED OUT 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11 
DURING PACK 

Seniors if you are taking an online course other than APEX to 
earn credits for graduation you must complete and pass the 
course and turn in verification to your counselor by Friday, May 
17, in order to walk in the graduation ceremony. If you are taking 
an APEX class it must be completed by Thursday, May 30. 

Seniors—are you taking an online Course? 

SENIOR BREAKFAST  

The senior breakfast is scheduled for 
approximately 8:00 AM, just before the Honors 
Assembly on Monday, June 17, in the BHHS 
Commons. 

 
SENIOR HONORS ASSEMBLY 

The Senior Honors Assembly will be on 
Monday, June 17, at 8:45 AM in the 
gymnasium.  In honor of the seniors, this is 
traditionally an “All School Dress-Up Day”. 

Parents are welcome to join us for this all 
school event.  Meet your senior at 8:35 in the 
commons and escort him/her to the gym. A 
special section of the bleachers in the gym will 
be reserved for senior parents.  

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS 

At the graduation ceremony, seniors will be 
given a diploma cover as they walk across the 
stage.  This is NOT the high school diploma.  To 
receive the actual diploma, eligible graduates 
are expected to demonstrate responsible 
behavior at all end-of-high school activities.  

Diplomas will be available for pick up from the 
Main Office beginning July 9. Graduates who are 
enrolled in New Market or Running Start may 
need to wait to pick up their diplomas until 
grades have arrived from New Market or SPSCC. 
Office hours may vary in July, so be sure to call  

GRADUATION  PHOTOS 
 

 A professional photographer will be present at 
graduation to take pictures of seniors as they 
receive their diploma.  Order forms will be 
provided at graduation rehearsal. 

Running Start Students and Checking Out 
 

Full time RS students may pick up their senior  
checklists starting May 30. Part time RS students 
will complete the rest of the checkout process 
during the scheduled times the week of  
graduation. 



Tumwater School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide 
or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  
The following employee(s) has been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  Civil Rights 
Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator:  Brian Hardcastle: 360-709-7030, brian.hardcastle@tumwater.k12.wa.us  and Section 504 
Coordinator: Tammie Jensen-Tabor, 360-709-7040, tammie.jensen-tabor@tumwater.k12.wa.us   
Address:  621 Linwood Avenue SW, Tumwater, WA  98512 

mailto:chris.woods@tumwater.k12.wa.us
mailto:tammie.jensen-tabor@tumwater.k12.wa.us


 



 





 
 


